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KILLS WIFE
~ AND COMMITS
SUICIDE

P esoww s
‘H.  F. Treen Attempts
to Slay Entire Family

and Neighbors

There are two ‘little Torrance
children for whom the sun does not
shine, the birds do not sing, and
for whom there is no pleasure in
toys or school.

In the twinkling of an eye the
childish joys of life were cut off
for them when their devoted moth-
er in ‘whom they confided their
griefs and happiness, was ruthlessly
shot ‘down in cold blood before
their very eyes by a crazed step-
father, who later killed himself.

Frank Allen, 11, a manly little
fellow, with a straightforward look
of determination that softens when
he speaks to, or looks at his blue-
eyed sister Thusfe, of 12, today told
of the awful targedy that took from
him a loving parent and rid him
of a stép-father that for more than!
two vears‘ had made his and his'[
mother's and sister’s life a torment.

“I had just taken my ‘bath Sat-
urday night about seven o’clock,
intending to go right to bed” said
he, “and had stepped into the front
room, where I heard voices. Just
as I opened. the door 1 heard Mr.
Treen, my step-father say to my
sister- who had been’ playing the
piano, ‘I'll kill you ,all’” and as
I-entered the room he said, ‘I mean
you too’ and I saw He had a re-

volver in his hand.

I ran toward the rabbit hutch he
raised his gun and fired. The bullet
ut a hole in the shoulder of my

th robe and lodged in the rabbit
pen.

“Mother ran toward the Wertz's
home just a few yards away and
sister at the first shot, ran across
the field, toward town. I kept on
running but looked back and saw
Treen shooting at mother, and then
I saw her fall almost in front of
the neighbor’s house. I don’t know
what happened then, but a little
later the house and yard was full
of strangers.”

As he spoke of his dead mother
tears came to his eyes, his voice
choked and he seemed on the verge
of a breakdown, but as he uttered
the hated name of his step-father,
his little fists clenched, his jaws
shut so tightly that the white
showed through the tan about his
sensitive mouth, and his eyes fairly
blazed with hate, ,

““Mother always told us he would
kill us all sometime,” he continued.
“Mother and he have heen mar-
ried for nearly three years and they
always quarreled over us children.

(Continued on Page 11)

WOMEN’S CLUB TO MEET.

Matters of the utmost importance
to the women of Torrance will come
before the meeting of the ‘Women's
Club on the first Monday in Oc-
tober at 2 p. m. at the home of
Mrs. Frank Sommons, president of
the organization.

Among the many things that will
be discussed at that time will be
the contemplated revision of the
by-laws, place and time of future
‘meetings, committee work and scope
ot endeavor for the coming year.

Mrs. Sommons' ability, as an ex-
ecutive leader and hostess is well
known “in Torrance and
thusiasm with which she is enter-
ing the new year's work will un-
doubtedly be shared by those who
avail themselves of the first meet-
ing. The president requests that
every member attend and all others
who are interested in the problems
of Torrance, -as she feels that the
organization has a wonderful yea:
ahead of fit, f

BANK DIRECTORS MEET.

Phe regular monthly meeting of
the diréctors of the State Exchange
Bank was held Tuesday, Mr. E. O
McCartney of ‘Beverly Hills,
assoclated with the Hub, Oil

and
Co.,

0. B. Kee of Long Beach, Anton
Huber of Los Angeles, came over
to attend, Anton Huber, uncle of

R. A. Huber, cashier of the bank,
was elected to fill tha vacancy of

the en-|-

Glass Plant Makes
Ready To Blast

For the first time since April
15, when the plant closed for the
Spring and Summer period of in-
activity in the manufacture of glass,
smoke was seen coming from the
tall stack of the Torrance Window
Glass factory, -~ Monday morning,
when fires were lighted under the
great furnaces.

It is the expectation of General
Manager C. L, Bisbee that the
plant will be ready to ‘“blow” for
the first time about October 2,
when more than 200 employes will
again be turning out the high grade
window glass for. which this insti-
tution is noted. v

E. P. King, superintendent, of the
plant is now out of the city en-
gaging the necessary skilled labor
for the season’s production.

HALLOWEEN BALL:

The American Legion Auxiliary
will stage, at the American Legion
Hall, a Fancy Dress Halloween Ball,
which, according to plans -already
laid, will be the finest ever held in
Torrance. Great preparations are
being made by the Auxiliary and
great care taken in the selection of
prizes for costumes. There will be
prizes for the prettiest, prizes for
the funniest and all sorts of other
prizes. Announcement is  being
made six weeks in advance of the
ball, giving everyone a chance to
prepare a costume, and it is re-
quested that every one mask. There
will be all sorts of special features
and favors, - including serpentine
dances, confetti battle, spot dances,
etc. FOR 50

It is enough 'to say that this
dance will be given ‘by the Ameri-

as

the:

tickets=-are on sale mow at both

drug stores, Sam Levy's, El Prado
Cafe, and from any Legion or Auxil-

SANTA FE’S
ENTRY HERE
IS ASSURED

Franchise Gets Endors-
ment of Cal. State
Ry. Commission

According to a report received in
Torrance Wednesday, the final ob
stacle in the application of the
Santa Fe and Los Angeles Harbor
Railroad’ Company to construct a
spur of approximately twelve and
one-half miles between El Segundo
and Wilmington, and that would
pass through Torrance, in order to
afford the Santa Fe an outlet to
the harbor, was overcome at a
hearing held in the "land office
courtroom Tuesday before T. John
Butler, special examiner of the In-
terstate Commerce Commission.

Unqualified approval of-the pro
posed connecting link was given

by the lifornia State Railroad
Commission, through its chief en-
gineer, Richard Sachse. Until a

recent survey of the situation was
made by Saches, the Railroad Com-
mission has been opposed to the
building of the new line.

The Satna Fe extension is ex-
pected to cost about $1,500,000.
The Chamber of Commerce of Log
Angeles, with many other clvic
bodies, including the Torrance
Chamber of Commerce, has voiced
its approval of the plan, believing
that the additioanl line would serve
to relieve the freight transporta-
tion situation between this city and
the harbor, and vice versa.

Special Examiner Butler will for-
ward the result of his findings to
the headquarters of the Interstate
Commerce Commission at Washing-
ton, and prompt action is expected.
In answer to the contention of
Councilman Conaway and others
that “if the Santa Fe is allowed
to c¢ross the west basin channe)
as proposedy it wil]l tend to block
this proposed development and the
city will probably lose one of the
biggest industries in the country,”
President Gourdier of the Torrance
Chamber of Commerce who has
kept in close touch with the situ-
ation, says: ‘“This is propaganda
that is belng used by the opponents
of -the proposed route and -has no
foundation in fact, When this
matter was brought to the atten-
tion of the Santa Fe the latter
volunarily offered to move ' its
right of way to one side of Bixby
Slough s0 as not to interfere with
any proposed industrial establish:
ment."” :

President Gourdier, as are many
other resiednts of "Torrance, is de-

F. G, Walling as director. Regular
youtine of business was transacted.

lighted with the action of "the
California - State Rallway Commis-

-

Look; Lil

Not since July 19 last, whe
sStandard well No. 1 on the Tor-
rance Holding Company’s thirty-
acre tract, blew its head off and
ruined a perfectly good field of
corn with a deluge of oil,  has the

section as today when it is ex-
pected momenterily that Torrance
No; » will be brought in with every
indication of a big flow:

2500 feet and since that time tc
the present when. the well ‘reached
a'depth of 8700 feet the drill has
been - boring with every prospect
of its becoming a big producer.

Yesterday the drillers struck
apparent gas pocket, the force

HOUSING CO.
RECEIVES 13

Security Housing Corp:
To Establish Branch

situation been so tense in the oil{
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APPLICANTS |

In Torrance ]

As a result of a
writing ¢ 1

for. mew
this city the company, will within
the next ten days, open branch
office in Torrance and bggin the

erection of several homes,
According to- the company’s plan
they enable a person who has ac-
cumulated 30% of the total cost
of a house and lot, in the form
of a clear lot, an equity in the
lot to be built on, cash, or a com-
bination of the three, to obtain
funds with which to build a home
—-giving the borrower ten years’
time to repay his loan by stipul-
ated monthly installments. The
loan may be paid off as fast as
desired, the future payments be-
ing discounted at 7% per year on
all payments made in advance. In
other words, they are net charged
a penalty for paying off their loan.
Assistance in the selection of &
lot in a desirable section and ap-
praisal of its worth, based on trend
of development and increasing or
decreasing value. An analysis of
taxes and assessments—restrictions;
zone, racial, building, lot—improve-
ments; obtainable information re-
garding telephone, sewer, water,
gas, electricity, schools, markets,
churches—drainage; flood control—

transportation—titles, ete.
Relieving the Home Builder of
worries, anxieties and risl®, super-
intending and checking .the home
while under construction.” Sug-
gesting plans, providing specifica-
for bids  from
up contracts, -letting contracts, ar-
ranging for contractor’s bond, em-
ployer's liability insurance, fire in-
surance, etc. After the contracts

ing of invoices and payroll, pro-
gress payments to contractor, ete.
The fact that cash is availubl2 with

eftfect a - saving of from 10 to 16

per cent. Performing, in

satisfactory work aud
and safety for

that inture
the utmoest’ saving
the huilder,

fhe Recurity method of handliag
all tinances éliminates the heavy
discount. on mortgages and results
in great saving,

Literi'vre detalling more fully
the company’s plan hag been loft a®
the Torrance chamber of commerce
for the use of the public,

Nathan Hubbard has returned
from Portland, where he spent his
vacation,

Mr. and Mrs. 8. H. Allen, with
Mr..and Mrs, W, F. Thomas, mo-
tored to Tbpanga Canyon, Sunday.

Robert Cotton and B. C. Hubbard
have returned after a short vaca-

tion,
Mr. and Mrs, Bert Fogle and
babe of Tulare are visiting thelr

aunt and ugele, Mr. and Mrs.
E. Theobald.

sion and the attitude assumed by
the representative of the Interstate
Commerce Commission to which the
entfre matter was appealed,

the drillers, their ac-
16uder than words to-
facts ‘regarding the prob-
were sought and from an
with Standard No. 1 it
that -another, big pro-
e Torrance 'section is
y moment. Ap-
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|Big Boxing

== | is over. 3

Event Tonight

If Charlie Ringler, who comes
from Australia where he /gained
considerable renown -as. a punish-
ment taker, can successfully keep
dway from the wallop peculiar to
Sam Kaspar’s style of boxing, the
fans who’ attend the’ exhibition to-
night at American Legion Hall are
due for several - thrills. While
Ringler is a much lighter man than
the big iron worker, it is said that
he  “bores in” and his attack is
much 'like a highly incensed wasp,
that strikes ‘where least expected.

The semi-windup between Rube
Jeffries of Graham and Red Wiley
of El Segundo, also pormises to
be more than a mere boxing bout
and those who have seen both boys
work are sure to be at the ringside.

In the special event between Kid
Llewellyn of the Lléewellyn Iron
‘Workg and’'Johnny Kelso of Gar-
dena, - the ‘former seems to be. fav.
ored; by the fans, but you never
can tell, and friends of the Gardena
boxer ‘say Kelso will know he's
been in a battle before the evening

Young Aleck of the Pacific Elec-
tric is matched with Nat Cyrus of
the Lilewellyn Iron Works, while
Kid- Noble of the Hendrie Tire
company, has many admirers who
predict that he’ll put it all “over
h@ ~opponent, Kid Rivello, of the
Union Tool.

A pleasant surprise is in- store
for those who attend the match, o
the managers have decided to an-
nounce at the ringside two events
of top-notch importance. «

Merchants to Mix

With Talbot-Whit-
~ more Team Sunday

‘through. the cement; Torrancé No.
2 is cemented in; and Standard No:
2 directly east of No. 1 was spudded
in last Monday.

With indications that there is oil
in large quantities in all of these
wells, the activity in erecting new
derricks . in this territory has in-
creased and drillers and those “in
the know"” feel
greater activity within the next
sixty days.

DONALD FINLEY
IS ELECTED
DIRECTOR

The Dominguez Land Corporation
again has representation on the
board of directors of the Chamber
of Commerte by the unanimous
election of Mr. Donald Finley,
Thursday, Sept. 14, to fill the va-
cancy caused by the recent resig-
nation of Mr. Geo. W. Neill. The
new director is a man who has
been for years identified with
large interests and will be a de-
cided addition to the list of pro-

gressive directors of the chamber.
Reporting on some of the matters

tions, preparing estimates, calling“hm have been taken 'up during
contractors, com- 3

2 the last week, Secretary Potténger

paring bids with estimate, drawlng[g“ie the directors a lin{ of vnrlgus

concerns who had expressed .a de
sire to locate manufacturies in this
city. They included, a Deep Wel
pump company, a Jeather manufact-

are let, frequent inspection, check-| ), qr" {wo shoe manufacturers, Kid-

die Kar manufacturer, a wrench
manufacturer, a concrete lumber
plant, a stock and die manufactur-

o R e oy ol G, R LI R
» 'compnnles, a furniture factory, an

automobile assembling plant, a

other .
| manufacturer of sparkplugs, and a
words, the thousand and one details | yaputacturer of automobile tires.

As in every instance these con-
cerns required assistance either in
the form of money or land, or both,
very little, if any, encouragement
could be offered them.

BALL TEAMTO
GIVE DANCE
SAT. NIGHT

The Torrance Merchants' Base
Ball team will give a benefit dance
next Saturday —evening —at the
American Legion Hall, the pro-
ceeds to be used to buy new suits
for the playaws. A peppy jazz or-
chestra from Long Beach will fur-
nish the music which will both
please the dancers and the watch-
ers..

Tickets are mnow on -~sale . at
Malone's Drug Store, and may also
be had from any member of the
ball - team. Refreshments will be
gerved Auring the whole evening.

/

assured of even

—Toh;ance Merchants  will

position, - D) ) o big
league style and these two young-
sters will help the team materially
in winning this and future games.

TORRANCE BOY
KILLED BY
DEER HUNTER

Pomona Youth Shoots
* A. B. Herring by
Mistake-

Mistaken for a «¢eer as he
climbed a cliff above a green valley
far up in- Lytle 'Creek Canyon, Al-
fred B. Herring, aged 22 years, of
2170 Gramercy avenue, Torrance.
was shot and mortally wounded
early Sunday morning last, by
Richard Atkins, aged 19 years, a
deer hunter of Pomona.

Atkins, excited over seeing two
aeer a few minutes before, admitted
that he shot hurriedly, when he
saw an object moving in the brust
up the hillside. Herring, his brain
pierced by the bullet, rolled 150
yards down the mountain,

Atkins, believing ne had bagged
a deer, ran and caught Herring as
he rolled through the brush, there
discovering that he had shot the
hunter,

William Brickley, of the Castle
apartments, Torrance, brother-in-
law of the wounded sportsman, saw
Herring fall down the cliff. - He
ran to the spot when Atkins caught
Herring,

For an
Herring died,

nour ana a half before
Brickley" held - hig
head in his arms, sobbing at his
helplessness to aid, Jther hunters,
attracted by the shot, walked seven
miles to Glenn Ranch and called
an ambulance, .

When death came, Atkins and
Brickley eut a sapling and made
an improvised stpetcher, pinning
their coats to the poles. Assisted
by other hunters, they began a
long hike over the hills with the
body, arriving -at Glenn Ranch late
in the afternoon,

Enroute they met ambulance
drivers of the Mark B. Shaw Com-
pany, of San Bernardino, forcing
their way through the thick brush,
carrying a stretcher. The ambul-
ance drivers were hoping to find
the hunter alive, The body wag
taken to San Bernardino at 7
o'clock Sunday night,

*On reaching town, Atkins, who
was near mental and physical col-
lapse, told his story,

“1 jumped two deer a few min-
utes before,” he said, "I saw a
twitching in the brush about 150
yards up the hill, Pulling my gun
it 18 a 26-20 caliber, to my shoulder
I fired, I thought I had shot
a deer and seeing something roll:

OFFICERS OF
NEW B. AND L.
ELECTED

Men Prominent Here
and Lomita Organize
New Concern

The building and loan association,
the organization of which has. been
under way in Torrance for several
weeks, is an accomplished fact due
to the untiring efforts of the cham-
ber of commercé President James W.
Post and other prominent -business
men of this city and Lomita.

The organization is to be known as
the Torrance Mutual Building and
Loan Association and has been incor-
porated for $100,000, of which §25,-
000 has already been  subscribed.

At a meeting of those intrested held
Tuesday night last the following of- .,
ficers and board of directors were
elected: ~ Wallace Post, president;
‘Wilfred Teal, vice-president; James
L. King, secretary-treasurer.

Directors: Messrs. W. E. B. Part-
ridge, Wallace Post, Wilfred Teal,
Geo. W. Towne, Benj. Harwood, Carl
Hyde, , W.T. Klusman, W. D. Kembel,
James' L. King.

The ' organizers consider themselves
fortunate in securing the co-operation
of Mr. Towne of Lomita ,who will
look after the company’s interests
there where an adequate sum will be
constantly on deposit for the needs
of that community.

The association comes into  the
field at a time of an acute shortage
in 'homes in both Torrance and Lo-
mita. ils objects. are to promoute sav-
ings and frugality and it will have in
connection with its building activities
a ‘savings department ‘or those who
desire a safe and’ sane method of
saving their surplus over a period of
months with interest at. the rate «f
seven ‘per cent per annum.

The ‘men and women who form the
capital guarantee stock holders and
who made the organization possible
by raising- the necessary money to
financé the  corporation are:

erry, Wilfred Teal, H. .
J. S. Lancaster, Geo. W. P
Klusman, Ruth A. Patton, F. Burk-
hart, E. W. Goeser, C. J. McLaren,
Louis J. Smith, R. C. Kite E. O.
Faulkner, Jr,Louise Rinker. ,

“Mr. C. E. Berry, of the Los Angeles
Mutual Building & Loan Association
who first interested Torrance citizens
in the project and who pointed out
the real necessity for such an organ-
ization in this city is making his
headquarters in the . First National
Bank building and will be pleased to
meet those interested either in apply-
ing for a loan to build a house or
opening a savings account. He has
given his untiring efforts to the or-
ganization of the association and is
enthusiastic over its money-making
possibilities_ for those who, are finan-
cially interested as well as its futuve
in relieving the home-shortage in
Torrance and vicinity.

Herring. It was then that I dis-
covered that I had shot him.
“If that bullet had been-an inch
higher, it would have only grazed
his scalp.”

-~

Herring and Brickley went intc
the mountaing Friday to hunt deer.
Saturday was unsuccessful and they
again left. their camp at daylight
Sunday. ~Atkins was in another
party of hunters and did not know
Herring was in the vicinity, he
said. .

Herring was shot a féw minutes
after 7 o'clock and died at 8:30
o'clock. He 'mever regained con-
sclousness after being hit. The
bullet entered his head just above
the right eye and emerged near the
ear.

Pitifully, Atkins ' and Brickley
tried to save the life of the wound-
ed hunter. Brickley tenderly placed
his head in his arms ‘and’ prayed
against death, while Atkins, over-
whelmed with grief, sobbed. Hunt-
ers who heard the shot offered aid,
but “even the skill of the surgeon
would have been brushed aside by
the inevitable, Brickley said. -

Brickley and  Atkins left San
Bernardino Sunday night,

“I am tired and have got a long
ride before me and then a mighty
hard job to tell his folks,” Brickley
sald. A

Alfred B, Herring, the unfortun-
ate youth was 22 years of age, and
the son of Mr. and Mrs. A, B,
Herring of Torrance, ‘

In addition to his bereaved par-
ents he leaves two sisters, Mrs.
William Brickley and Mrs. Charles
Copeland and a brother Ernest §.
Herring, all of whom attended the
funeral that was held Wednesday
afternoon at the Methodist church
in Redondo, Rev. E. B. Clark of-
ficlating. ; )

The bereaved parents of the vie-
tim of Sunday's tragedy feel keenly
the sorrow of their son's unin.
tentional® slayer and will take no

ing down the hill, ran and caught

steps .tx? prosecute him for his ter-
rible uilstake. "



